THE PHASE OF VEDANTISM

from the safe anchorage of old orthodoxy, they gathered
in clubs and societies Where they "waded their way to
liberalism through tumblers of beer". The story is told of
some liberty-drunk young men that the young liberals with
the old faith bleached out of them and grinning at all
those ideas that form the connotation of the term Divine,
bought from the bazar some roast meat and having
partaken of it, threw the remnant into the yard of the
adjoining house owned by a sacerdotal Brahmin amidst
the shouts, 'Beef! Beef. The Brahmin took the law into
his hands, but fell between two stools and knocked his
head against a third. Standing face to face with this world
of destructive revolutionism, of which Calcutta was an
epitome, the young enthusiast remained unmoved. The
new-fangled ideas with which the atmosphere of Calcutta
was surcharged, could not affect him ; but as a result ot
the study of the logical arguments of the Vedanta, there
was a complete metamorphosis in him.

^/The Vedanta, as he then understood it, led him to a
conception of Reality which could not be compatible with
the devout and loving worship of Personal God, for such a
God is not the ultimate Reality. According to the Vedanta,
the Divine is really in you, and the difference between God
and Man is not essential, but merely of name and form.
Excepting the difference of name and form, there is no
difference at all. The Vedantist thinks that all he sees
around him is Maya, and to try to unfasten the knot of
May a is like striving to undo the web of Penelope. The
Gordian knot must be cut.  We are to negative all
passing things of our normal experience, which are, in
truth, illusory and unreal in spite of their glittering
surface-features, if we are to get at the One Reality, the
Immutable Truth, the Undifferentiated and Unconditioned
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